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Male breast cancer is a rare malignant neoplasm. The ratio of breast cancer

in male to female has been reported to be 1:150 (Harding Rains et aI., 1968).
The purpose of the present report is to record different observations on the male
to female ratio of breast cancer.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

A retrospective study was carried out of 1843 patients with malignant lesions,
who visited the radiotherapy units of the Medical College Hospital, Chittagong,
for treatment during January 1968 to December 1975. Old registers and radiation-

therapy cards were examined and analysed as materials for the study.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Out of the total 1843 records of malignant lesions examined, 83 were identi-
fied as breast cancer. Of these, 4 turned out to be male breast cancer. This shows

a crude overall incidence of breast cancer (both male and female) of 4.5%, and the
male to female ratio of this neoplasm to be 1 :19.7. This result agrees with the find-

ings of Rahim (1973; 1974) who observed at the radiotherapy units of the Medical
College Hospital, Dacca, 10 cases of male breast cancer in a series of 209 breast

cancer (both male and female) giving a male to female ratio of 1 :19.9 (Table-I)
with an overall indidence of 5.02% in case of breast cancer.

TABLE-I

Male to Female Ratio of Breast Cancer at the Radiotherapy Units of the Medical

College Hospital, Dacca, and the Medical College Hospital, Chittagong.

Institution Male Female Ratio

Dacca 10 199 1 :19.9

Chittagong 4 79 1 :19.7
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It has been stated (Paul, 1954) that the high frequency of male breast cancer
reported by some workers might be due to reluctance of the female patients to re-
port for treatment. In our experience, the female patients suffer f rom such a physi-
cal pain and emotional stress that they sooner or later find no other alternative but
to submit themselves for treatment. This is the reason for which majority of
female patients with breast lesions in this country attend hospital in an advanced
inoperable stage when radiation only could be of any help.

The results of the present study suggest that male breast cancer is not infre-
quent in Bangladesh.

SUMMARY

During a retrospective study of 1843 patients with malignant lesions, 83 were
identified as breast cancer. Of 1hese, 4 turned out to be m31e breast cancer show-
ing a male to female ratiO"of this neoplasm to be 1 :19.7.
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