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Summary :

Zakat is an islamic religious directive to wealthy Muslims to distribute 2.5% of their
total annual saving to the poor. Before Eid-ul-Fitr Zakat is distributed to share happiness
and joy with the poor.

Deaths due to stampede in uncontrolled crowds of poor during Zakat distribution
made it a point of study.

In this tragic accident during Zakat distribution on 26.4.91 at a Biri (cigarette)
factory (10 k.m. away from the port city of Chittagong), the total number of deaths were
32, out of which 27 (84.37%) persons died of Traumatic Asphyxia and 5(15.63%) from head
injury and more than 100were injured, mostly elderly female and children. The young and
elderly male escaped.

Introduction :

Increasing incidence of unexpected deaths due to traumatic asphyxia during
Zakatdistribution had been reported in the recent past. Deaths during religious rituals were
reported from India recently where 11 people died and 18 others seriously injured in a
stampede during immersion ceremony of "Varun Devta" at Ullhasanager, 56 Kms. from
Bombayon 7.9.922. In uncontrolled crowds, death occurred from Traumatic Asphyxia are
usuallymultiple3.

Incidence Report:

A Biri (cigarette) factory owner annouced over mobile megaphone that on the
morningof April 26, 1991 cash money and clothes would be distributed to the destitute
and poor. This attracted people from distant places to gather at the factory gate from early
morningof April 26, 1991.

Police sources said about 20,000 people gathered outside the factory gate. At 6 a.m
factorypersonnel announced over megaphone to makethree queues to children, female and
male.At 7.30 A.M. the factory gate was opened. The owner found the Zakat money was not
enoghto distribute to the hugecrowd. Hearingthis people ranamok, pressed forward to make
thierway into the small premise. The factory personnel finding noother way started thrawing
the currency notes towerds the assembled people.

One woman with a child on her lap stumbled and fell down on the ground. Before
anyone could intervene, people had started pilling up over her and became inextricably
tangledin a small premise and police was called up (Report from eye witness). The situation
wasbrought under control with the help of police after one and half hours.The stampede left
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32 persons dead and more than 10.0.people were injured. The injured were treated in different
clinics and hospitals (Reported by the police).

Table-1 : Autopsy findings of 27 TraumaticAsphyxia cases.

a) External findings

Condition

1. Bluish dis-colouration 9.f ffl,Ge,neck
with line of demarkation from normal skin
at the level of the thoracic inlet.

2. Bluish discolouration uptpshoulder with
line of demarkation.

3. Petechial haemorrhage face, neck,
shoulder, chest.

4. Petechial haemorrhage in the arms

5. Haemorrhage in the scalp

6. Haemorrhage under skin of face and neck

7. Sub conjunctival haemorrhage

8. Swelling of face

9. Fracture ribs

b) Internal findings

1. Blood stained froth present in trachea

2. Moderately pale lungs

percetage are not mutually exclusive.

Number percentage

16 50.

Table-2 : Autopsy fingings of 5 Head injury cases.

a) External findings

Condition

1. Cyanosis present
2. Haematoma sca1ppresent

Number Percentage

5
3

10.0.
60.

b) Internal findings
1. Subdural clotted blood present on

cerebral hemisphere
2. On parietal region
3. On cerebellum

2 40.

2
1

40.
20.

10.0.

4 12.5

4 12.5

2 6.25

15 46.87

15 46.87

3 9.37

5 15.62

1 3.12

8 29.6

11 40..7
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Table - 3 : Cause of death.

External findings
Internal

27
5

Discussion:

The classical feature of Traumatic Asphyxia are due to simple mechanical pressure
causing compression of the blood under increasing tention in the veins of the head and neck
reaching bursting point and at the same time preventing breathing5.This re'sults in intense
cyanosis, congestion, petechial haemorrhage and haemorrhage in the skin and sub
cutaneous tissues of the head, neck, face and shoulder and sometimes in the limbs and sub-
conjunctival haemorrhage is seen6.The sharp line of demarkation between normal and
congested skin at the level of the clavicle and thoracic inlet is the most striking feature of
traumatic asphyxia4.7.These features were more or less present in these reported 27 cases
of death from traumatic asphyxia.

123 persons died by pressure on the ribs paralysing the lungs and cardiac action in the
tragedy of the black Hole of Calcutta as per the account of Holwell as described by Bayons.

In 1971 a similar accident occurred in a football ma~chat Ibrix Park, Glasgow where 66
persons died of Traumatic Asphyxia9.

Observations:

Of the:;e 32 deaths, 27 persons died of traumatic asphyxia and 5 persons died of head
injury.

The 5 cases of death due to head injury reveals that in an uncontrolled crowd accident,
head may be subjected to blunt trauma.

The victims were in between 4-60 years of age. 18 victims were female of whom 17
were elderly with poor health. One was a young female of about 20 years of age with good
health.Out of 14children victims inbetween the age of 4-11years, 10were female and 4 were
malechild. This shows that the weeker female and children got stampeded in the :::rowdbut
stronger and tougher females and adult males escaped death.

The women who stumbled with a child on her lap and fell down on the ground died of
traumatic asphyxia. Similar incidence is on record during the bombing of London in the
Second World war when alarm sounded and several hundred people mostly female and
children pressed forward to make their way into the deep shelter at Bethnal Green Tube
station, one woman stumbled and fell on the stairway and people started pilling up over her
on a landing that led to one hundred seventy three dead'o.

Bangladesh is an over populated country. Over crowding in a small space during
religious rituals are a common feature here. Such places become vulnerable point for
crushing in uncontrolled crowd as occurred in Zakat distribution.
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This paper suggests the immediate measures to be taken during the distribution of
Zakat money by the rich and wealthy Muslims are, (a) to ban announcement over

megaphone, (b) to engage more manpower and (c) to take help of the law enforcing authority
for peaceful distribution to avoid unexpected loss of life.
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